Therapeutic potential of selective modulators of nuclear receptor action.
Nuclear receptors belong to a superfamily of ligand-inducible transcription factors that, in addition to directly regulating their cognate gene programs, can also mutually interfere with other signaling pathways. The recent identification of selective agonists/antagonists of the glucocorticoid, retinoid and estrogen receptors suggests that it might be possible to selectively elicit only a subset of the nuclear receptor functions that are induced by the natural ligand, with the aim of increasing the functional and, perhaps, tissue selectivity of nuclear receptor ligands and reducing unwanted side effects.